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Summary
David specialises in local and urban governance studies. He has research experience both within the UK and in international comparative context. David’s most
recent work has been on city leadership, and he is working on a research project on the introduction of mayoral governance in Bristol. His latest edited book
'Directly elected mayors in urban governance' was published by Policy Press 2017.
David has also worked on a projects on local political leadership in Spain, on local councillors in comparative perspective, and on various projects examining
different aspects of urban governance funded by ESRC, the Nuffield Foundation, EPSRC, CLG, ODPM, and the European Commission.

Research projects
Completed
•

Local councillors in comparative perspective (2009)

Biography
David studied Social Policy at the University of Portsmouth for his first degree, before studying MSc Public Policy and Administration at the London School of
Economics (LSE). He returned to Portsmouth for his PhD in local democracy.
His first academic post commenced in 1998 in the Cities Research Centre at the University of the West of England (UWE). He worked for nine years as a
Research Fellow on various research projects. He left UWE in 2007 to take up a lectureship in the Centre for Urban and Public Policy Research in School for
Policy Studies at the University of Bristol. In between he was fortunate enough to hold a postdoctoral research fellowship at the Autonomous University of Madrid
(UAM) in the Department of Political Science and International Relations, in the academic year 2007/8.

Teaching
David has over 25 years of teaching experience in higher education, having taught at the universities of Portsmouth, UWE, and Bristol, and in a visiting capacity
at the Autonomous University of Madrid. He was director of the social policy group of degrees at Bristol between 2015 and 2018.
He currently convenes the following units
•

Understanding public policy (second year, BSc Social Policy)

•

Cities and communities in the urban age (second/third year, BSc Social Policy)

•

Cities, Housing, and Public Policy (MSc Public Policy)

David has also supervised a number of research students in areas related to local government, citizen participation, and collaboration. He has also been external
examiner for PhDs at the universities of Nottingham and De Montfort.

Expertise
My area of expertise lies in the study of local government, often in comparative perspective. I have conducted research on local political leadership, citizen
participation, and local councillors, both in the UK and Europe.
• local government
• local councillors
• directly elected mayors
• local government in Europe
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Research centres
•

The Centre for Urban and Public Policy Research

Recent publications
•

Sweeting, D & Hambleton, R, 2019, ‘The dynamics of depoliticisation in urban governance: introducing a directly elected mayor’. Urban Studies.

•

Carmichael, L, Townshend, TG, Fischer, TB, Lock, K, Petrokofsky, C, Sheppard, A, Sweeting, D & Ogilvie, F, 2019, ‘Urban planning as an enabler of urban
health: Challenges and good practice in England following the 2012 planning and public health reforms’. Land Use Policy, vol 84., pp. 154-162

•

Sweeting, D, 2017, ‘Introduction: directly elected mayors in urban governance’. in: David Sweeting (eds) Directly elected mayors in urban governance: Impact
and practice. Policy Press, Bristol, pp. 1-16

•

Sweeting, D & Hambleton, R, 2017, ‘Mayoral governance in Bristol: has it made a difference?’. in: David Sweeting (eds) Directly elected mayors in urban
governance: Impact and practice. Policy Press, Bristol, pp. 19-34

•

Sweeting, D, 2017, ‘Conclusions and reflections’. in: David Sweeting (eds) Directly elected mayors in urban governance: Impact and practice. Policy Press,
Bristol, pp. 267-74

•

Sweeting, D, Copus, C & Oliver, T, 2016, ‘The importance of political parties in county government’. in: Xavier Bertrana, Bjorn Egner, Hubert Heinelt (eds)
Policy making at the second tier of local government in Europe. Taylor & Francis Group, London, pp. 163-178

•

Sweeting, D & Hambleton, r, 2015, ‘The impacts of mayoral governance in Bristol’. School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol

•

Sweeting, D & Navarro, C, 2015, ‘La eleción directa de alcaldes. Caracterísitcas, experiencias comparadas, y el singular caso de los alcaldes
quasi-directamente elegidos españoles’. in: Anuario de Derecho Municipal ., Madrid, pp. 105-126

•

Hambleton, R & Sweeting, D, 2014, ‘Innovation in urban political leadership. Reflections on the introduction of a directly-elected mayor in Bristol, UK’. Public
Money and Management, vol 34., pp. 315-322

•

Sweeting, DWJ & Copus, C, 2013, ‘Local Councillors in Europe’. Springer

View complete publications list in the University of Bristol publications system

